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The cover of the 2025 BIMP-EAGA Statistical Information Brief
features a compass surrounded by the flags of Brunei
Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, as the
country members. This symbolizes the four countries’ shared
direction in strengthening cooperation across the subregion.

Set against a background of seas, islands, and cultural
landmarks, the design reflects BIMP-EAGA’s unique geography
and diversity. The compass also represents the role of data, as a
guide to help the region stay on track and make informed
decisions.

This illustration connects with BIMP-EAGA’s vision of becoming
a resilient, inclusive, sustainable, and economically competitive
subregion. It also highlights the region’s ongoing efforts to
improve connectivity, both physically through infrastructure
and economically through stronger cross-border collaboration.

In short, this cover reminds us that through cooperation and
data, BIMP-EAGA continues to move forward together.
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The Brunei Darussalam–Indonesia–Malaysia–Philippines East ASEAN Growth
Area (BIMP-EAGA), established in 1994, is a strategic subregional cooperation
aimed at accelerating development in less developed, remote, and
underserved areas. It reflects the shared commitment of its four member
countries to promote balanced and inclusive growth across the region.

BIMP-EAGA encompasses the entire area of Brunei Darussalam; Indonesia’s
provinces in Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Maluku, and Papua; Malaysia’s Sabah,
Sarawak, and the Federal Territory of Labuan; and the southern Philippines,
including Mindanao and Palawan. These resource-rich and culturally diverse
areas collaborate to enhance connectivity, stimulate trade, tourism, and
investment, and strengthen regional integration under the ASEAN Economic
Community. By leveraging economic complementarities and shared
infrastructure, BIMP-EAGA strives to foster prosperity through sustainable and
coordinated development.

This Statistical Information Brief 2025 presents key socio-economic indicators
of the BIMP-EAGA subregion, based on the latest 2024 data, supporting
regional progress toward sustainable and inclusive growth.

PROFILE

Land Area
In 2024, BIMP-EAGA subregion spans
approximately 1.57 million km ,
representing around 62.17 percent of the
combined land area of the four
participating countries.
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Labour Force
The BIMP-EAGA subregion contributes
approximately 18.35 percent to the total
labour force of the four member
countries.

Trade in Goods
Merchandise trade within the BIMP-EAGA
subregion was recorded at approximately
USD 165.96 billion, contributing 21.71
percent to the total trade of the four
member countries.

Tourism
In 2024, international tourist arrivals to the
BIMP-EAGA subregion experienced a
remarkable increase of 50.58 percent.
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Gross Domestic Product
At current prices, the BIMP-EAGA subregion recorded a Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
of approximately USD 411.32 billion, representing 18.13 percent of the total GDP of the
four member countries. Despite global and regional economic challenges, the subregion
demonstrated resilience by achieving a positive GDP growth rate of 1.48 percent at
constant prices.

In 2024, BIMP-EAGA subregion is home to a combined population of approximately
82.68 million people, accounting for 19.27 percent of the total population of the four
member countries. Despite its vast geographical expanse, the subregion remains
relatively sparsely populated, with an average population density of 53 persons per
square kilometer.

Population

Land Area
155.384 km2

Populations
28.441.053 persons

Population Density
183 persons per km2

PHILIPPINES

Land Area
1.212.286 km2

Populations
47.425.000 persons

Population Density
39 persons per km2

INDONESIA

Land Area
5.765 km2

Populations
455.500 persons

Population Density
79 persons per km2

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Land Area
198.445 km2

Populations
6.361.100 persons

Population Density
32 persons per km2

MALAYSIA

EAGA MAP

5



0101 Overview of regional economic
performance and growth trends

ECONOMY

0202 Highlights the growing appeal of EAGA
destinations through increasing
international and domestic visitor flows

TOURISM

0303 Describes trade dynamics within and
beyond the EAGA region, highlighting
performance trends

TRADE IN GOODS

0404
Trends in foreign and domestic
investments across EAGA member
countries

INVESTMENT

0505 Provides insights into labor market
conditions and the distribution between
employment and unemployment

EMPLOYMENT

0606
Presents the poverty situation across EAGA
member countries

POVERTY

TABLE OF
CONTENT

6



LI
ST

 OF ABBREVIATIONS

ASEAN
The Association of Southeast

Asian Nations

BIMP
Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-

Malaysia-Philippines 

EAGA
East ASEAN Growth Area

BN: Brunei Darussalam
ID: Indonesia
MY: Malaysia
PH: Philippines

GDP: Gross Domestic Product
PPP: Purchasing Power Parity
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ECONOMY01.
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A. Economic Size and Composition of EAGA

In 2024, EAGA’s GDP
reached USD 1,343.14
billion at current PPP,
with Indonesia-EAGA
contributing the largest
share at 62.35%,
reflecting the varied
economic scales across
member regions and
the structural diversity
within the subregion.
The Philippines-EAGA
GDP figure excludes
Palawan as data is not
available.

GDP Share at Current PPP$ in EAGA (%), 2024

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

GDP at Current PPP$ in EAGA (USD billion) by
Country, 2022-2024
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C. EAGA’s Share in BIMP and ASEAN GDP

Services
50.98

Industry
37.73

AFF
11.30

EAGA Rest of BIMP

EAGA Rest of BIMP

B. Size of EAGA in BIMP GDP

D. Sectoral Composition of BIMP Economy

In 2024, the EAGA region
made a substantial
contribution to the national
economies of Indonesia,
the Philippines, and
Malaysia, accounting for
roughly 15–18% of their
GDPs at current PPP. This
highlights the economic
significance of EAGA within
each country’s broader
economic landscape.

Regionally, EAGA
accounted for 18.03% of
the total GDP of the BIMP
(Brunei-Indonesia-
Malaysia-Philippines)
Growth Area and 10.9% of
ASEAN’s overall GDP in
2024.

In 2024, the BIMP economy remained firmly
anchored in the services sector, which made up
more than half of the total output. This strong
reliance underscores how services continue to fuel
growth and shape the economic landscape across
the region.

Size of EAGA in BIMP GDP at Current PPP$ (%) by Country, 2024

Share of EAGA GDP in BIMP GDP
at Current PPP$, 2024

Share of BIMP GDP by Sectors (%), 2024

Share of EAGA GDP in ASEAN GDP
at Current PPP$, 2024

Figure 3.

Figure 4.

Figure 6.

Figure 5.

100%

15.95% 17.90%

17.96%

EAGA Rest of ASEAN
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E. Economic Growth of EAGA

In 2024, EAGA countries showed varied economic growth, with Indonesia leading
in GDP growth.

GDP Growth Rates at Constant Prices in
National Currency in EAGA by Country (%)

GDP Growth Rates at Current PPP$ in EAGA
by Country (%)

EAGA’s GDP expanded by
6.41% at current PPP dollars
in 2024, though it trailed
the broader BIMP region’s
growth of 7.70% and
ASEAN’s 7.33%. This
indicates that while EAGA
maintained solid growth,
the wider regional
economies showed even
stronger momentum.

GDP Growth Rates at Current PPP$ in
EAGA, BIMP, and ASEAN (%)

Figure 7. Figure 8.

Figure 9.
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F. GDP per Capita

With a GDP per capita of USD 16,244.52, EAGA remains slightly below both the
BIMP average of USD 17,362.18 and the ASEAN average of USD 17,927.66. Within
the subregion, Brunei stands out with the highest GDP per capita at USD
90,710.64 in 2024, highlighting the economic disparities among member areas.

GDP per Capita at Current PPP$ in EAGA (USD) by Country

GDP per Capita at Current PPP$ in EAGA, BIMP, and ASEAN

Figure 10.

Figure 11.
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TOURISM02.
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The East ASEAN Growth Area (EAGA) offers vast and diverse
potential in the tourism sector. This is shown in the steady
increase in international tourist arrivals in EAGA region the last
3 years. In 2024, the international tourists increased by 50.58% ,
reached 6.01 million person of visitor, reflecting a strong
growing of attractiveness of destinations within the region.

International Tourist Arrival to EAGA by Country
(thousand person), 2022-2024

Figure 13.
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Among all member countries, Malaysia
stands out significantly, far surpassing
its neighbors. In 2024, 4.28 million
international tourists visited Malaysia ,
marking a 55.48% increase from 2023.
Meanwhile, Brunei Darussalam showed
the smallest number of tourists yet
experienced the highest growth in 2024,
when international tourist arrivals
doubled compared to the previous year.
Indonesia and Phillipines also recorded
a remarkable increase, with
international tourist arrivals rising by
51.84% and 28.94% respectively in 2024.
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Figure 14.
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Domestic Arrival of Philippines EAGA
(million trip), 2022-2024

Figure 15.
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Domestic Arrival of Malaysia EAGA
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Figure 16.

Tourism development was observed not only in international
visitors but also in domestic arrivals. Domestic tourism in the
EAGA region increased across countries. The most significant
growth was in Indonesia, where domestic arrivals rose by 37.33
million trips, far exceeding the growth recorded in the previous
year.



National Sub-Regional
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In 2024, the total trade value
in EAGA reached USD 165.96
billion, consisting of exports
worth USD 109,20 billion and
imports totaling USD 56,75
billion.
The trade balance stood at
USD 52.45 billion in 2024,
marking a decline from USD
60.28 billion recorded in 2023.
Despite experiencing a
decline over the period 2022–
2024, EAGA exports in 2024
continued to dominate total
trade.

TRADE IN GOODS03.

From 2022 to 2024, the total
trade value of BIMP at the
national level in all four
member countries
consistently remained more
than 50% higher than at the
EAGA (sub-regional) level. 

Total Trade in 2024: 
BIMP at National level

       ↑ 2.82%
EAGA (sub-regional) level

       ↓ 0.10%

BIMP-EAGA Trade in Goods, 2022-2024 

2022 2023 2024

EAGA Trade in Goods, 2022-2024

2022 2023 2024

EAGA Trade in Goods, 2022-2024 (USD Billion)

BIMP-EAGA Trade in Goods, 2022-2024 (USD Billion)
Figure 17.

Figure 18.

86.02

Imports Exports Trade Balance

60.28
52.45
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It is evident that the value of EAGA-to-
EAGA trade (Intra-EAGA) remains
significantly lower compared to both
Inter-EAGA and Extra-EAGA trade. 

Strengthening intra-EAGA trade is key
to deeper regional integration, improved
cooperation, and more inclusive growth.
It also helps narrow development gaps
and enhances the subregion’s global
competitiveness.

In 2024, Indonesia contributed the
majority share of EAGA’s total
trade, with Malaysia, Philippines,
and Brunei Darussalam following.

Total Trade Share in EAGA, 2024

%

%

%

%

EAGA Trade in Goods, 2024 (USD Billion)

Inter and Extra EAGA Trade in 2022-2024

The percentage of EAGA trade
with countries outside the
subregion (Extra-EAGA) was
significantly higher than trade
among member countries within
EAGA (Inter-EAGA).

Percentage of Inter and Extra
EAGA Trade in 2024

Figure 19. Figure 20.

Figure 21.
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Inter-EAGA Extra-EAGA
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Although EAGA trade with
countries outside the subregion
(Extra-EAGA) accounted for a
larger percentage, its trend
showed a decline over the period
2022–2024. On the other hand,
while trade among member
countries within EAGA (Inter-
EAGA) represented a smaller
share, it recorded an increase of
11.42% in 2024.

Inter and Extra EAGA Trade in 2022-2024 (USD billion)

Extra-EAGA Trade in BIMP Countries, 2022-2024 (USD billion)

Inter-EAGA Trade in BIMP Countries, 2022-2024 (USD billion)

Figure 22.

Figure 23.

Figure 24.

Extra-EAGA trade showed a declining trend for Brunei Darussalam and Indonesia
over the period 2022–2024. In contrast, Malaysia and the Philippines experienced a
more fluctuating trend, with a slight increase in 2024.

Inter-EAGA trade showed a declining trend during the period 2022–2023, but
began to show signs of improvement in 2024 for Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia,
and the Philippines.
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04. INVESTMENT

2022

18.13%

81.87%

2023

16.35%

83.65%

2024

14.05%

85.95%

Investment in the rest of BIMP 

Investment in EAGA

AFF Industry Services

Share of Investment in BIMP and EAGA

In 2024, total investment in the BIMP region grew substantially by 18.04%.
Within this, the EAGA subregion experienced a slight increase in total
investment of 1.44%; however, its share of BIMP’s overall investment declined by
2.3 percentage points, indicating a shift in the distribution of investment across
the broader BIMP area.

Looking at the sectoral composition, the services sector remained the primary
driver of investment in BIMP, accounting for more than half (50.32%) of total
investment, underscoring its critical role in the region’s economic activity.

Share of Investment in BIMP and EAGA (%), 2022-2024 Share of Investment in BIMP by Sectors (%), 2024
Figure 25. Figure 26.
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Size of Investment in EAGA

Foreign Direct and Domestic Investment Trends in EAGA

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in EAGA saw a notable increase of 6.05%,
reflecting sustained confidence from international investors in the region’s
growth potential. Meanwhile, Domestic Investment (DI) declined by 6.11%,
indicating shifts in local investment activity. Moreover, FDI continued to
dominate total investment, accounting for approximately 64.88% of the overall
investment in EAGA. This highlights the critical role of foreign capital as a key
driver of economic development within the subregion.

Indonesia-EAGA recorded the highest total investment among the member
regions, driven primarily by Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). The largest increase
in FDI was seen in Indonesia-EAGA, with growth of 11.45%, while domestic
investment showed notable growth in Brunei-EAGA, rising by 166.58%. These
trends highlight the differing investment dynamics within the subregion’s
economies.

Size of investment in EAGA
(USD Billion), 2020-2024

Foreign
Direct 
Investment
in EAGA

Domestic
Direct 
Investment
in EAGA

Figure 27.

Brunei BruneiIndonesia IndonesiaMalaysia MalaysiaPhilippines Philippines

Foreign Direct & Domestic Investment in EAGA by Country (USD Billion), 2023-2024Figure 28.
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EMPLOYMENT05.
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Over 2022-2024, the labor force in
the BIMP-EAGA region has shown
a continuous increase, indicating
growing economic participation.
In 2024, 40.37 million people
were part of the labor force -
referring to individuals who were
either employed or actively
looking for a job. 

Labor Market of BIMP-EAGA (million person), 2022-2024
Figure 29.
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However

Not all members of the labor force
were absorbed into employment. 

In 2024, 4.35% of all labor forces in
BIMP-EAGA were categorized as
unemployed. Notably, there was a
gradual reduction in
unemployment rate from 4.52% in
2022 and 4.39% in 2023, promoting
a rise in the employment rate. This
indicates an improvement in the
EAGA’s job absorption capacity.

Employment and Unemployment of EAGA (million person), 
2022-2024

6.05

5.16

4.44

4.31

5.21

4.24

3.62

4.75

4.18

3.06

5.83
6.20

Figure 30.
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At the country level, a decline in
the unemployment rate was
observed across most BIMP-
EAGA subregions. While
Malaysia’s EAGA subregion
recorded a slight increase in
2024, the Philippines reported
the lowest unemployment rate
among all member countries,
with a notable decrease of
0.55% during the period.

Unemployment Rate by BIMP-EAGA Country (Percent),
2022-2024

Figure 31.
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Overall, poverty incidence in the EAGA regions of each member country remains
higher than their respective national averages.
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06. POVERTY
*Excluding Brunei Darussalam

The poverty incidence has
continued to decline compared to
previous period. In 2024,
approximately 9 out of every 100
people in the Indonesia-EAGA
region was living in poverty.

Indonesia Malaysia

Likewise, Malaysia has experienced
a gradual decline in its poverty
incidence over time. In 2024,
approximately 13 out of every 100
people in Malaysia-EAGA region
was living in poverty.

Philippines

Indonesia Poverty Trend, 2022-2024
Figure 32.

Malaysia Poverty Trend, 2020-2024
Figure 33.

Phillipines Poverty Trend, 2018-2023
Figure 34.
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Similarly, the poverty incidence
trend in the Philippines also tends
to decline over time. In 2024,
approximately 25 out of every 100
people in the Philippines-EAGA
region was living in poverty.
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BIMP-EAGA Statististical Information Brief 2025
The indicators were derived from data compiled by National
Statistics Offices, namely the Department of Economic
Planning and Statistics of Brunei Darussalam, Statistics
Indonesia (Badan Pusat Statistik), the Department of
Statistics Malaysia, and the Philippine Statistics Authority.
Additional data sources include the World Bank and the
ASEAN Statistical Yearbook, ensuring a comprehensive and
reliable basis for analysis.

Data Sources
World Bank Open Data: https://data.worldbank.org
Data Submissions from Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia,
Malaysia and the Philippines
Quoted Articles: https://www.bimp-eaga.asia

Spearheaded by 
BIMP-EAGA 
Statistics and Database Working Group

Prepared by
BPS-Statistics Indonesia
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